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SPOTLIGHT
Environmental Studies a Stimulus for Closing Social Gaps

Studying the environment, which is the major focus of the Council for a
Beautiful Israel, can help close gaps between strong and weak communities
and promote equality of opportunity for all
Marked differences in education levels between the economically strong communities of central Israel and the weaker ones
in peripheral areas are a grave phenomenon. Such gaps also exist, for example, between secular and ultra-Orthodox, and
between Jews and Arabs, leading to differences in quality of life. There is an immediate need to offset these phenomena in
order to avoid perpetuating and deepening them.
Israel's formal educational system has been slow to provide solutions, and this offers a natural opening for NGOs to step in.
Organizations like CBI can work within the various sectors to prepare our young people for the challenges and opportunities
of the 21st century.
Education for Sustainable Development, in which CBI specializes, is a good example of how gaps can be bridged, since
everyone, regardless of religion, ethnic group or economic status, has a vital interest in this issue.
Our goal is to educate responsible citizens whose knowledge and abilities can help make the changes needed to meet
today’s needs and those of the future.
Our education programs in sustainable development combine a variety of methodologies, including brainstorming, hands-on
experience, research, field surveys, competitions and more. In addition, CBI promotes tolerance and sensitivity toward the
other, while honoring the pupils' differing cultures.
CBI's environmental studies programs have great potential for advancing pupils and closing gaps, particularly, but not
exclusively, in the weaker sectors of society.
In the ultra-Orthodox, or Haredi, sector, for example, core studies are minimal and do not include the sciences; qualified
teachers in these subjects are scarce. A similar situation prevails in peripheral communities and in the Arab sector. Our
programs introduce the sciences and research methods to which this sector would have not otherwise been exposed.
Through environmental studies, youngsters have a better chance to go on to higher education, opening a new world of
possibilities to them.
In view of the difficult environmental challenges of today's world, appropriate studies are vital. Environmental
studies must be placed high on the authorities' priority list - which so far has not been done - and adequate
financial resources provided to reach as many pupils in all sectors of society and in all communities nationwide.
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EXECUTIVE ADDRESS
Dear friends,
We are proud to share with you that The Council for a Beautiful Israel, one of the first environmental organizations
in Israel, is forging ahead toward its fifth decade as a foremost environmental organization, leading dozens of
organizations established over the years.
In 2014 CBI made major headway in attracting larger numbers of pupils and visitors to benefit from the environmental
education programs offered at its Tel Aviv Center.
The highlight this year is the renewed CBI building, with the new conference center and a cutting-edge visitors center
opening soon, altogether increasing our capacity to host ever-growing numbers of pupils and visitors.
CBI's educational programs currently reach well over 120,000 youngsters and adults, among them an increasing number
of Arab youth. We are working diligently on a five-year strategic plan - TAFNIT - to reach substantially increased numbers
of pupils in the periphery of the north and the south. The new director of our Center for Environmental Studies, Dr. Orly
Rechtman, is updating CBI's environmental study programs to address the diverse new demands by different populations
that are expected to frequent our establishments.
Israel is home to 6.3 million Jews and about 1.6 million Muslims, Arab Christians and Druze, according to the Central Bureau of
Statistics. Our core mission, therefore, must expand our educational operation to meet the demand of this increased population.
Our national project of environmental competitions now embraces over a million citizens in six main sectors. Executives and
workers as well as the public at large are encouraged to implement sustainability directives and serve the community for a
better quality of life.
Overpopulation and greater longevity resulting from progress in medicine and technological innovations, along with dramatic
changes in consumer habits, leave a larger ecological footprint. Nature's responses to human demands on the planet's
limited resources include unprecedented weather scenarios, desertification and global warming.
CBI's activities and contribution in national campaigns and ventures with large organizations are instrumental in bringing
home awareness of these phenomena, encouraging personal involvement to join forces and address the related challenges.
Construction of the Robert Price Center in Jerusalem is progressing toward completion and we are planning to inaugurate
it in mid-June 2015. Once operational, this center will serve additional tens of thousands of pupils from Jerusalem and its
surrounding communities. Robert Price, an icon of generosity, has been supporting our organization for several years now.
His love of Israel and CBI is immeasurable. We are looking forward to celebrating the opening of the Jerusalem center with
him and his family.
We are much obliged to Fondation Adelis for standing beside us and supporting our expanded environmental initiatives,
including in the periphery. The foundation’s donations enabled us to renew our center in Tel Aviv with a modern new conference
center and the visitors center. We are looking forward to cooperating with this foundation at CBI's complex in Jerusalem.
CBI's associations in the U.S. and Europe are working hard to operate in a dire economic and anti-Semitic atmosphere and
carry out CBI's mission. We wish them all Yishar Koach!
CBI's many years of success could not have happened without our dedicated friends around the world. We wish
to repeat our utmost grateful thanks to each and every one of you for your personal and joint contribution to this
important mission. We are all together, aiming at sustaining the quality of life to which we aspire for us and for
future generations.

Avraham Katz Oz, CBI Chairman

Gideon Patt, CBI President
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'
CBIS

RENEWED
BUILDING

The renewed building of CBI is inaugurated
In an exquisite corner on the banks of the Yarkon River, in the most beautiful
location in Tel Aviv, in the middle of the largest metropolis in Israel,
sits a unique green building - a model for environmental consideration
We are pleased to announce the
completion of project renewal
of CBI's building, supported by
Fondation Adelis.
The Council for a Beautiful Israel
celebrates its renewed home in
Tel Aviv with Adelis Palais des
Congres and a unique Visitors
Center opening in a few weeks.
The festive inauguration of the
building marked the launching of
a new phase in the Council for a
Beautiful Israel’s efforts to increase
public interest and activity relating to
environmental challenges.
Prestigious dignitaries attended
the ceremony, among them Albert
and Claude Deloro and their family,
Rebecca and Sidney Boukhris and
their family, Minister Amir Peretz,
Ambassador Nissim Zvili, the
Trustee of Adelis.
The exciting event began with the
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From left: Sidney Boukhris, Claude and Albert Deloro, Rebecca Boukhris, Amir Perez

mounting of the Mezuzah and the
traditional cutting of the ribbon
signaling the official opening of the
place to the public. Following was
the unveiling of the Adelis Palais des
Congres plaque by Mme Rebecca
Boukhris and Minister Amir Peretz.
Many warm messages were delivered
at this event. Albert Deloro told the
story of Adelis, and commemorated
his late brother Andre who
established the Adelis foundation.

Rebecca Boukhris, the foundation's
administrator, spoke about the
vision of Fondation Adelis, and
its effect on all walks of life in
Israel. She thanked each of the
foundation's beneficiaries who filled
the hall and who added much to the
festive atmosphere. Among them
were university presidents, mayors,
foundations chairmen, scientists,
researchers and dozens of school
children.

Chairman Avraham Katz Oz
and CEO Eshel Segal delivered
enlightening speeches about the
accelerated potential of the CBI
complex. They thanked Fondation
Adelis for its support.
A virtual journey of the renewed
building was presented and was
received enthusiastically.
The renewed complex of CBI's
building now incorporates numerous
green characteristics. There is now
a rooftop solar farm operated by
photovoltaic elements that generate
clean energy; natural light devices
are used, new air-conditioning units
and low energy fixtures are used
throughout the complex.
Condensation water from the airconditioning system is also used
for the teaching garden, which
is fertilized by local compost and
fumigated by a biological solution.

people annually. Conferences, day
seminars and other assemblies are
held by national organizations like
the IDF, government offices and
large corporations of all sectors.
It is a preferred place for private
and public functions thanks to its
uniquely convenient and central
location, the scenic views it provides
and the special atmosphere it
creates - a green island in the midst
of a bustling major city.
Similar to "La Coulee Verte" in
Paris, the Tel Aviv Municipality is
creating inter-city pathways and
connecting traffic routes. The newly
constructed overhead bridge on
Rokach Boulevard creates a natural

connection between the northern
part of Hayarkon Park, where our
building is located, with major
institutes across the road, among
them Tel Aviv University, the Rabin
Center, Eretz Israel Museum and the
prestigious Ramat Aviv residential
area. The pathway from north
Rokach Boulevard leads all the way
to the accessible rooftop garden of
the CBI building, adding a special
dimension to the overall experience.
It is a remarkably attractive place,
instilling inspiration and calm. Typical
Israeli vegetation, including the seven
species, decorates the charming
seating corners that overlook
spectacular sections of the park.

Adelis Palais de Congres enjoys the
most beautiful site in Tel Aviv - on
the banks of the Yarkon River. Large
crowds frequent it - around 220,000
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OUTLOOK
CBI's cutting edge
Visitors Center opening soon

and ways to restore the consequential
disturbed equilibrium, i.e.
sustainability. The goal of this
initiative is to stimulate the visitors
and generate a new perspective
regarding the environmental
challenges we are facing now.
We would like, in our humble way,
to impact the relationship between
Man and Nature.

From the outset The Council for a
Beautiful Israel's goal has been to
raise awareness of environmental
values and to encourage higher
involvement in safeguarding
the natural beauty of our land
through educational programs and
exemplary projects.
As a major effort to expand the
implemention of its mission, CBI
has established a Visitors Center
- an advanced, upscale center
for environmental subjects, by
Fondation Adelis. It will feature
Man's imprint on the environment
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The visit includes three phases: in
the first phase visitors are taken

Film stations: Earth, Fire, Water, Air

away from the noises of modern life
and led into the calm and balanced
atmosphere of nature. During the
second phase the main movie is
screened, exposing to visitors the
main contributors to our current
complex existence. The third and
last phase will enable visitors to
further explore sustainable solutions
for challenges indicated before.
Emphasis is on the five elements:
Earth, Water, Air, Fire (energy) and
Human behavior.

activity for nature - to which we all
owe our existence on this planet.
The experience is concluded
with exit stations, where visitors
are encouraged to provide their
feedbacks and invited to establish
personal contact with the guides.
A humorous film is distributed to all
visitors, which commemorates their
digital visit. An adjacent Souvenir
Shop holds sample products that
can be beneficial for conducting a
learned way of sustainable life.

OUTLOOK presentor

Visitors can also enjoy digital games
that emphasize major environmental
subjects, such as: waste separation,
bio-mimicry and new sustainable
urbanism.
The Visitors Center focuses on the
idea that solutions to challenges
presented along the visit, lie in
adopting a holistic approach towards
the environment. We believe this
Visitors Center will contribute much
to stimulate visitors emotionally in
a positive way, and awaken them
towards involvement in environmental

Mounting animations to OUTLOOK films
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THE JERUSALEM
CENTER

The Council for a Beautiful Israel Center
in Jerusalem in the name of Robert Price

Following the inauguration
ceremony of the Robert Price
Center for Environmental Studies
in Jerusalem in August 2012,
construction started in full force.
This important center, donated by
our benefactor Robert Price from
New York, is progressing toward
completion in mid-2015. It is already
attracting all the passersby at the
capital's Government Complex.

The building is a sight to be proud
of: it is immediately visible from
the main road and enjoys a most
prestigious location near the
Knesset, opposite the Supreme
Court, bordering the Ministry of
Foreign affairs and close to Sacher
Park.
Despite severe weather constraints,
the Protective Edge operation

Mr. Robert Price

and terror incidents in Jerusalem
and neighboring communities that
prevented both project managers
and construction workers from
coming to work for weeks on end,
the original schedule is almost
unaffected. Work is now being done
on connective piping and indoor
furnishings.
The Center will carry out the same
activities as the CBI Center in Tel
Aviv, with the additions for sectors
typical of the Jerusalem population.
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CBI's unique study programs
are being adapted to provide
specialized education for secular
and religious pupils and for Arab
youngsters in Arabic.
The Center stands to substantially
increase the number of pupils,
students, IDF soldiers and the
general public to whom CBI extends
its unique environmental study
program. Moreover, it is expected
to become a preferred venue for
important meetings and conferences
by the municipality, government
agencies and the private sector.
One of the first sights greeting
the millions who come to the
Government Complex yearly will
be this center. Therefore, large
crowds are expected to frequent the
building.
We believe the Robert Price Center
in Jerusalem will become an exciting
and inspirational focal point for
promoting CBI's work for the quality
of life in Israel.

The Jerusalem Center in progress
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THE
MAGSHIM
AWARD
As of 2015, new guidelines have been established for receiving the Magshim
Award. The recipient organization, belonging to a major selected sector,
will be empowered through the incentive of this award.
The 2015 sector is public transport. The Magshim recipient will be chosen later
this year. The award giving ceremony will be reported in our next newsletter
Empowering public transport is the
call of the hour. It is vital to increase
awareness of its importance and
act to instill it. However, results
depend on quality services rendered
by the operators. Therefore, the
Council for a Beautiful Israel, as
the leader in providing related
education and information, is the
natural organization to highlight and
promote the award recipient.
A sustainable transportation system
involves establishing connections
among people and making their
destinations accessible, rather than
just moving them from one place to
another. However, making significant
progress cannot happen overnight.
Public transport encompasses
multiple means of transportation
servicing citizens - buses, trains, taxis.
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In Israel, the major means of public
transportation is the bus. A 2010
survey (not including airplanes and
bicycles,) revealed that 75 percent
of the participants used buses,
servicing almost all communities.
An important phenomenon is that
of new highways that cover more
and more open spaces to service
new communities in the periphery.
There, homeowners prefer using
their private cars. A vicious circle
emerges, whereby the new
highways shorten access time to
reach these communities, affecting
increased use of private cars,
leading to higher traffic volumes,
thus pointing to the need for new
highways.
Statistics reveal that in the 1980s
10,000 public buses serviced

around one million citizens daily.
Today the number of buses stands
at 20,000 with only 1.5 million
users.
Since public transport is
insufficient to meet today's needs,
Israelis use mostly private cars,
now numbering 2.5-3 million.
The result is heavy traffic on the
highways, causing environmental
damage through extensive
greenhouse gas emissions, spills
of oil and other toxic elements,
contaminating soil and water
resources. The public is harmed
by accidents caused by private
cars, more so than by buses.
Our economy is also affected.
It is estimated that the average
Israeli loses almost two weeks per
year to traffic jams.

When operators become more
efficient, improve services and
extend a timely schedule, the public
may experience an enjoyable ride,
and lead to permanent use of this
means of transportation.

CBI can help to empower public
transport operators through the
incentive of the Magshim Award,
presented by the President of the
State of Israel at a most prestigious
ceremony.
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YAKIR
ISRAEL
YAFA

Rebecca
Boukhris

The Recipient of the YAKIR ISRAEL YAFA 2014
is Mme Rebecca Boukhris, as a token for her unwavering love
and contribution to the State of Israel and the Jewish people
Rebecca Boukhris Born in
Casablanca, worked for the
last thirty five years in Company
Financiere Edmond de Rothschild,
and was highly appreciated
for her attentiveness and quick
decisiveness. Rebecca's diligence,
sociability and fidelity won her
the confidence and friendship of
all echelons of the bank and the
banking community in France.
Her top professional skills relate to
an innate sense of innovation, which
ensured her the loyalty of her many
clients in all her years in the bank.
Rebecca is a beautiful, pure Jewish
soul with unique humanitarian
qualities, and a total commitment to
the Jewish people and the state of
Israel. She became the spearhead
of action at Fondation Adelis, which
works for the benefit of Israel in the
areas of science, education, welfare
and national security.
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Ambassador Patrick Masonnave, Rebecca Boukhris, Avraham Katz Oz

INTERNATIONAL
FRANCE

Merci, Ambassador Patrick
Maisonnave!
In an unprecedented act, the French
Embassy has "adopted" The Council
for a Beautiful Israel. Granting this
unusual recognition is in appreciation
of CBI's environmental mission and
its positive educational activity, which
coincides with the Embassy's values.
CBI was honored to present the
2014 Yakir Israel Yafa Award to
Mme. Rebecca Boukhris of
Fondation Adelis for her wholehearted
support of CBI and the State of Israel.

The French Embassy in Israel adopts
The Council for a Beautiful Israel

In June 2014, French Ambassador
Patrick Maisonnave hosted Minister
Amir Peretz along with Yakir Israel
Yafa recipients and other dignitaries,
close CBI friends and leaders at a
dinner at the ambassador's official
residence in Jaffa.
Ambassador Maisonnave praised
CBI for its ongoing contribution to
the welfare of Israel and its people.
A group of young girls from Adelis
House in the Ben Shemen youth
village entertained with an inspiring

Minister Yuli Tamir, Amb. Patrick Masonnave, Rebecca Boukhris, Andre and Claude Deloro

Minister Amir Peretz
and Ambassador Masonnave

choral performance.
Minister Peretz expressed
admiration for CBI and its leaders for
their initiatives to safeguard Israel's
natural sustainability.
The evening also provided the
opportunity to honor the donors to
one of CBI's project, "Adopt A City
- The Green Quest." This year the
project is conducted in the school
system of Yeruham, a representative
town in the Negev.
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ITALY

Beautiful Israel Italy has a
remarkable President - Dario
Coen - who is diligently trying to
promote CBI's mission.
In 2014 Dario Coen and his
dedicated team initiated two
important events:

CELEBRATING
TU BISHVAT
On Tu Bishvat an exciting event
was organized by Dario Coen in
Trastevere, Rome: planting of trees
by youth from different religions - to
mark their shared respect of the
urban environment.
Ambassador of Israel to Italy,
Mr. Naor Gilon, addressed the
crowd who gathered at this
important day for the City of Rome
- considered one of Europe's
greenest metropolis.
The ceremony was attended by
dignitaries, among them Ignazio
Marino Mayor of Roma Capitale,
Rome's chief rabbi, Riccardo
Di Segni, Minister of Education

Maria Ciara Carrozza, Municipality
President Sabrina Alfonsi, Director
of the Environment Estella Marino
and President of the Commissione
Ambiente di Roma Capitale, Athos
De Luca.
Beautiful Israel Italy created a buzz
in Rome, and a realization of how
important its work is to nature.

HORTICULTURAL
THERAPY
CONFERENCE
AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF ROME
The President of Beautiful Israel Italy,
Dario Coen, did it again! Blessed with
boundless energy, he is diligently
spreading the name of Beautiful
Israel among the green Italian
institutions, escorted by celebrities
Henry Pransky, Dr. Alberto Sonnino,
Dr. Emilio Nacamulli, Dr. Massimo
Sonnino and Beautiful Israel
volunteers in Rome.
The purpose of the Horticultural

Ambassador Naor Gilon at Tu Bishvat event of Beautiful Israel Italy
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Horticultural therapy conference, Rome

Therapy Conference held at the
University of Rome was twofold:
to present in detail the concept
of horticultural therapy, and to
highlight CBI's competence and
achievements. CBI established
dozens of horticultural therapy units
and gardens in hospitals, nursing
homes, army rehabilitation centers,
schools and kindergartens for
children with special needs, while
beautifying the country.
Professors and students from various
academic institutions attended the
conference, which was held at the
prestigious University of Rome and
organized in cooperation with
Mr. Henry Pransky and dedicated
Dr. Alberto Sonnino.
Dr. Linda Solomon, Israel's top
professional in the field, delivered the
keynote lecture, and was applauded
for her invigorating presentation.
Dr. Salomon is a graduate of
Coventry University, U.K. and
heads the Horticultural Therapy
program at Israel's Kibbutzim
College of Education. Green
therapy has become an increasingly
popular treatment method and is
considered an excellent tool for
physical and mental rehabilitation,
with proven effects. It helps restore

sensory capabilities and reinstates
the disabled, the injured and the
traumatized in active community life.
It encourages group socialization,
a sense of responsibility for the
nurturing of other living organisms

and ultimately boosts morale after
depression.
Following the conference, Dario
Coen was approached by many
participants who expressed their
interest in coming to Israel and

witnessing CBI's horticultural
therapy projects.
Encouraged by the enthusiasm the
conference stirred in Rome, CBI is
planning similar events in its other
European organizations.

BELGIUM

Patricia Teitelbaum, president of
Beautiful Israel Belgium, organizes
events for the Alliance's Committee
(Jewish and Christian organizations
who gather under one umbrella
organization).
The two successful Shalom
Festivals that took place in 2014
- in Brussels and in Antwerp - are
encouraging the organizers to
continue this venture.
These festivals promote new images
of Israel through the various
participating organizations,
significantly helping to break the
stereotypes conveyed in the Belgian
press and by certain Belgian political
leaders.
CBI is one of the leading Israeli

Shalom Festival, Bruxelles

organizations in this event,
introducing our mission.
To judge by the dozens of visitors
at the CBI booth, Belgians are

Beautiful Israel Belgium Booth at 2014 Shalom Festival, Bruxelles

interested in environmental issues
and actions undertaken by CBI in
Israel.
These festivals also have a political
aspect, as Belgian politicians are
always invited. There they publicly
express their support for Israel,
which is for Belgium something very
unusual and very courageous.
Patricia Teitelbaum had the pleasure
of being in charge of introducing
all the speakers at the June event
in Brussels. Many celebrities and
dignitaries participated: official
delegates from the Israeli embassy,
Albert Guigui, Chief Rabbi of
Belgium; prominent media persons
and members of the Belgian
Parliament.
Patricia is planning more activities in
2015. We congratulate her and wish
her continued success.
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EDUCATION
How can meaningful behavioral
changes occur?

Why is it so important to instill awareness of environmental issues
at an early age? Who should be the ambassadors of the environment?
The answers lie in education. By whom? By CBI
The Center for Environmental
Studies of The Council for a
Beautiful Israel (CBI) has completed
another excellent year of extensive
educational activities, rich with
empowering environmental content.
During the year many study
programs have been expanded
and upgraded, providing answers
to environmental issues for close
to 150,000 pupils throughout the
country. CBI's programs allow
youngsters and the public at large
to develop an awareness of current
environmental issues, the concept
of sustainability and the reciprocal
relations between people and the
surrounding natural and urban
spaces.
This Newsletter provides a
glimpse into some major CBI
study programs, all of which
are approved by the Ministry of
Education.
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NEW DIRECTOR OF
THE CENTER FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDIES
Dr. Orly Rechtman has been
appointed the new director of the
Center for Environmental Studies.
She succeeds Haya Yogev, who
has retired after 17 years of leading
the Center to great achievements.
Dr. Rechtman holds a PhD in urban
and regional planning from the
Technion in Haifa; she conducted
post-doctoral research there and at
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
in Beersheba.
Dr. Rechtman has worked in
environmental planning at the Jewish
National Fund and has been a
lecturer and researcher in the faculty
of architecture at the Technion.

Dr. Rechtman's Vision is: Don’t just
teach, but guide for life.
The most effective way to instill
changes in adults' behavior
toward the environment is through
guidance by qualified young
leaders. Dr. Rechtrman plans
to implement unique learning
methods to accomplish this goal,
and aspires to perpetuate CBI's
prestigious position as the country's
leading organization in spreading
environmental education.

ENERGY AND THE
ENVIRONMENT
A new study program
In keeping with CBI's mission
of establishing study programs
centered on current environmental
phenomena, the latest program
concerns the issue of energy,

The Shafdan plant at Rishon LeZion

a subject of the highest priority
today. The core purpose is to
increase awareness of all the various
issues in the field of energy.
The new program has been
designed as a pilot for elementary
schools. It deals with the overall
general subject matter relating to
energy and focuses on the transition
of the Israeli economy to natural gas
as a source of energy.
During 2014, CBI ran the pilot
in the Beer Tuvia-Kiryat Malachi

End of the year exhibit

region, with five sessions held at
each participating school. CBI also
conducted a Leaders Program,
intended to motivate youth to
assume personal responsibility for
action in their families, schools,
and close circles of influence in the
community.

ANCHOR FOR THE
CITY OF HAIFA
CBI's project with the
Israel Ports Company
How to transform Haifa citizens'
cold shoulder to Haifa Port into
a warm embrace? CBI shows a
productive way.
2014 marked the third year of this
project, which proves influential in
changing Haifa citizens' negative
approach to the Haifa Port. CBI's
special educational study project
involves CBI counselors' diligent
work, which has initiated a wave of
positive attitudes within the schools,
impacting the parents and the
general public.

This year's project involves
2,000 fourth grade pupils from
38 secular, religious and Arab
schools, where programs were
adapted to the curriculum of each
of them.
The leaders of The Israel Ports
Company have expressed
satisfaction from CBI's
successful venture, and decided
to prolong it.

CBI'S FIFTH YEAR
OF EXTENDING
INFORMATION
AT THE IGUDAN
WATER PURIFYING
PLANT
For the last five years, CBI has
been conducting an informative
study program at the Igudan
Visitors Center in Rishon Lezion.
The main subjects are water
resources and sewage
purification in Israel. Pupils and
other visitors to the Center,
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located in the Shafdan plant for
wastewater treatment, enjoy an
interactive experience on site.
There they embark on a unique and
fascinating tour and audio visual
journey.
Shafdan is a complex inter-regional
system that collects, treats and
reclaims wastewater from 37
municipalities in high-density urban
areas and industrial zones within the
Dan region. It supplies 70 percent of
the water needed to irrigate farms in
the Negev.
This year, 220 inquisitive fifth and
sixth graders from 11 schools
participated and excelled in this
advanced program.
At the end of the process they were
required to submit an academic
level research paper, guided by CBI
counselors.
The two 2014 winners of this year's
contest presented their work at the
End of the Year Ceremony.
One research project concerned
"The influence of students'
participation in the program on their
awareness of the importance of
treating sewage water."
The second research was a joint

paper written by two Jewish and
Arab girls, entitled "The Awareness
of Jaffa Fishermen of Sludge
Streaming to the Mediterranean,
and Their Consent to Fish in the Tel
Aviv Maritime Region."

IROTOP - CBI'S
URBAN PLANNING
MATRICULATION
PROGRAM
Now in its 9th year, Irotop continues
to be CBI's most prestigious study
program, attracting more and more
participants yearly.
CBI is the only organization outside
the school system authorized
by the Ministry of Education to
extend enviromental studies
and accredit one point toward
the matriculation certificate. The
Irotop program accounts for 20
percent of the geography grade for
1,450 Jewish and Arab students
in 50 participating high schools
nationwide.
To qualify for accreditation, 11th
and 12th graders must write

a research paper, in collaboration
with the Ministry of Education,
relating to "The City and the Urban
Environment." Great importance is
given to defining the topics of the
research paper. Since all topics
relate to the relationship between
humans and the surrounding urban
area, they stem from the students'
world and encourage a special
bond between the pupil and his or
her city. The process helps to instill
"local pride" and intensifies personal
involvement in the community.
Through the Irotop study program,
students acquire in-depth
knowledge, develop scientific
curiosity and sensitivity toward
their environment, and strengthen
their critical thinking and the ability
to consider alternative solutions
to a variety of environmental
problems.
The marked success of the
program and the students'
impressive achievements prompted
the Ministry of Education's decision
to continue supporting it and
recommend its adoption by schools
nationwide.

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
SCHOOL
This program was very successful this year in the
Arab sector, where dozens of schools participated
in a competition aimed at raising awareness on
environmental subjects.
The project was run with the backing of the Arab
Sector's Office of Education in cooperation with CBI.
The competition comprised two stages: first - within
the school, including as many participating pupils as
possible, and the second - a community project by the
school system in cooperation with the local authorities.
The Final Results Ceremony at CBI was exciting, and
included performances by talented pupils who sang
and danced to the applauds of the full house.
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End of the year Ceremony at CBI

ADOPT A CITY
PROJECT
IN YERUHAM
Adopting a city, a town or a certain
neighborhood is Beautiful Israel’s
way of instilling environmental values
in the community by educating
pupils within the school system. The
goal is to prepare young people to
be advocates for the environment,
influence family and friends and
ultimately become leaders in their
region.
The "Adopt a City" project is a
proven successful CBI initiative,
with results not only benefitting the
population and the environment,
but also leading to substantial
empowerment of individuals and the
community as a whole.

school system, for a full year, in the
selected community.
CBI counselors visit the selected
schools with a mobile unit equipped
with all the necessary tools for
carrying out the programs. Once
trained through these programs and
knowledgeable about ecological
issues, students can lead their
communities in impacting behavioral
change, for long-term benefits to the
environment.
By choosing a peripheral city,
Beautiful Israel spreads an
educational safety net for the

safeguarding and sustainability of
the area. For example, in Negev
towns, the end result is that the
Negev flourishes through improved
water and energy management.
Pupils undergo an intensive learning
process; their increased capabilities
and practical experience are aimed at
the welfare of their own town or city.
The success of the program fortifies
Beautiful Israel's quest to establish
a healthier and more beautiful
environment for citizens to enjoy
today and in the future.

This year the town of Yeruham
was chosen for the project, as a
representative of the 45 percent
of Israel's population that lives in
peripheral areas.
Since "everything begins with
education," the project introduces
educational and enrichment
programs in the elementary public
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AWARD WINNING
NATIONAL
COMPETITONS
2014 marks the 34th year of the
Council for a Beautiful Israel's
successful initiative of national
sectorial competitions.
The purpose of this project is to
encourage the involvement by
as many bodies as possible in
safeguarding and ameliorating
the environment and contributing
to the community in all aspects of
citizens' quality of life.
CBI provides a visible stage for
applauding those organizations
that achieve excellence in
caring for the environment and
contribute to the community.
Special thanks and appreciation
are extended to our branch
managers and our devoted
volunteers, who continued their
work despite operation Protective
Edge. Yishar Koach!

BEAUTIFUL CITIES
AND TOWNS

Chairman: Irmi Olmert
This competition is a yardstick
for judging the quality of the
environment and the contribution to
the community.
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Miriam Fierberg, Mayor of Netanya,
receives the award

It is heartwarming to see senior
citizens taking part in the awards
ceremony, singing along with the
entertainers and applauding the
winners enthusiastically.
Minister of Welfare and Social
Services Meir Cohen congratulated
all recipients and called upon all
residences to join this competition.

We salute all participating cities
and towns that, despite enduring
devastating times during last
summer's confrontation with
Hamas, never stopped preparing for
this competition.

SENIOR CITIZENS
RESIDENCES

Chairman: Zvi Fine
With more and more residences
established all over the country, this
competition is expanding annually.
Run jointly with JDC - Eshel, this
competition has had a great impact
on participants' activities related to
improving the environment as well
as caring for residents' welfare.

Senior Residence Bayit Balev Kiryat
Motzkin received a Beauty Flag

BEAUTIFUL HOTEL

Chairman: Eli Cohen, former CEO
of The Ministry of Tourism
Nine years of running this popular
competition have shown substantial
progress in this developing industry,
benefiting the national interest in
empowering this sector. By caring

for society, the environment and
community welfare, participants
have gone "beyond compliance"
affecting the quality of life. As one
of Israel's most important national
resources, hotels have had to
prepare for the influx of guests in
recent years. Here is where CBI has
contributed to improving the overall
experience for guests.

PUBLIC SHELTERS
PREPAREDNESS

Chairman: Uzi Buchbinder,
former Homefront Commander
This important competition is now
conducted in 400 shelters across

Petach Tikva Shelter receives the
award from General Eyal Eisenberg

Jewish and Arab communities, from
Katzrin in the Golan Heights all the
way to the Negev towns.
Focusing on life-sustaining
conditions and wartime readiness,
all participating shelters showed
substantial improvements in all
categories.

BEAUTIFUL INDUSTRY
Chairman: Shalom Simhon,
former Minister of Industry
Now, in its 34th year, this
competition is instrumental in
establishing better conditions in the
work place and improving plants
facades throughout the industrial

Stef Wertheimer (second on right)
receives the Tefen Industrial Park award

sector. Boosting workers' morale
and creating stronger loyalty is the
ultimate effect of excellence in this
competition.
Minister of the Economy Naftali
Bennett said in his address:
"I wish to thank the organizers of
this competition for affecting this
sector in improving the workers'
workplace and safety conditions."

BEAUTIFUL MIKVEH

Chairman: Rabbi Inbal Melamed
Only at its 3rd year, this competition
is attracting an ever growing number

of mikvaot, proud to be included.
The award-winning ceremony was
exciting, with many rabbis and
dignitaries applauding the recipients.
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REGIONAL
BRANCHES
Exemplary Activities

CBI has 12 active branches
nationwide, from Carmiel in the
north to Be'er Sheva and Ashdod
in the south.
The goal of these branches
is to involve communities
in their respective regions
in implementing CBI's
environmental projects. A
further aim is to establish
close cooperation with public
organizations and civil authorities
within their region.
Branch managers are personally
involved in activating CBI volunteers
in the evaluation process of all

who participate in the National
competitions project. This is a
broad and demanding undertaking
aimed at nurturing and preserving
the environment within private and
public work places.

CARMIEL

guidance of CBI volunteers.
Together they refurbished an
apartment building and planted new
flower beds around it.
All equipment, plants and paints
were donated by merchants from
Carmiel and Majdal-Krum.

The Carmiel branch is initiating
many activities under the flag of
"Community for the Community - A
Weave of Forces".
The energetic branch manager
enlisted dozens of pupils from the
local Ort school who, together with
participants from local businesses
and industry, worked under the

BAT YAM

Initiated by this branch, the large
Ethiopian community in Bat
yam is now enjoying a newly
refurbished clubhouse and a new
vicinity vegetable garden, greatly
appreciated and enjoyed by all.
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HAIFA

An exciting Tu Bishvat event
took place in Haifa's Neve David
neighborhood. As part of CBI's
community adoption project, the
event was part of the process of
building stronger cooperation and
personal commitment by youth.

NESS ZIONA

MIGDAL HA'EMEK

It is heartwarming to see time and
again the outpouring of good will
on Good Deeds Day. Many citizens
of all ages come forth to give of
themselves for the benefit of others
who are in need.
In 2014 Migdal Ha'emek branch
initiated a special activity with Dror
School for Autistic pupils at Kibbutz

Hasolelim - indoors and outdoor
painting.

SHOHAM

300 third graders participated
in an all-day cleanup activity
in schoolyards and school
surroundings. The tools were
donated by Keren Kayemet LeIsrael
(JNF).

This branch arranged a grand
hosting of Givati Brigade soldiers
who took part in the Protective Edge
operation in Gaza, for a refreshing,
relaxing week. Kol Hakavod!

NE TANYA

Beautiful Israel Day was celebrated
in Neot Ganim Neighborhood
Center, the city's popular venue
for public events. Netanya Branch
volunteers organized a major
clean up in the surrounding area
and planted new flower boxes.
This improved the entire façade
of the site. CBI assigned several
youngsters to maintain the new look
of the Center.
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CAMPAIGNS
CBI sets into motion
and runs public campaigns

The Council for a Beautiful Israel
is harnessing the power of public
campaigns to voice a strong "call
for action" to all citizens, in an
effort to bring about their personal
active involvement. CBI activates
numerous national campaigns
and is creating a buzz to bring
environmental issues to the
forefront of Israel's public agenda.
This year CBI and the Nature and
Parks Authority joined again in
a campaign to bring home the
importance of protecting the
beaches and demonstrate beach
safe-keeping activities.

MAN AND
SEA WEEK

CBI's Second Year in
a joint Campaign with
The Israel Nature and
Parks Authority
Good Morning All Seamen! Your
captain is already waiting for
you to join the "pirates patrols"!!
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This was the call at Habonim Beach to
all participants in launching the week.
No wonder the reaction was
enormous!
The love citizens feel towards
Israel's sea and beaches is a known
fact - all the more reason for these
two organizations to repeat this
annual campaign.
This year CBI hosted the Man and
Sea Week ceremony. Amir Peretz,
Minister of the Protection of the
Environment delivered a speech, and

so did the Head of the Nature and
Parks Authorigy, Mr. Shaul Goldstein.
Many dignitaries attended the event.
The central presentation was about
safeguarding Israel's mere 200km or
beachfronts as a priority. Emphasis
was also on ecological damage.
Chairman of CBI Avraham Katz Oz
addressed the full house and
praised the partnership between
CBI and the Nature and Parks
Authority. He emphasized that it is
a national mission to safeguard our
seas and beaches.
At its second year, this campaign
has been successful in instilling

awareness and to come forth and
carry out what the government,
unfortunately, is failing to do protecting against the accelerated
damage to public beaches by
private building projects.

spread over two weekends.
The main opening event was at
Habonim Beach (in the vicinity
Zichron Yaakov). Thousands of
families filled the various beachfronts
that we all love. Professional guides

Our delicate precious ecological
system is diminishing thus
endangering our source of livelihood
and that of the marine life and
vegetation - all the more reason to
be concerned and not take things
fore-granted.
This year MAN AND SEA WEEK

conducted many activities
prepared for them. Special films
were screened and there was an
attractive exhibit of marine life.
An effective demonstration of ways
to support efforts to keep our sea
and beaches free and safe for all as they should be by right!
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for irrigation. Igudan, via its water
purifying plant, the Shafdan - the
largest such plant in the Middle
East - treats 10 percent of Israel's
consumption water and supplies 70
percent of the purified water needed
for agriculture in the Negev.

2014 הסקר הסביבתי השנתי
 סקר תקופתי- מזהמים תעשייתיים בשפכי גוש דן

FROM
BLACK
TO GREEN

The plan to decrease
industrial waste in Dan
region sewage An Annual Survey on
the Environment
Did you know what a heavy price
we all pay for the negative effects
unchanged processes in industry
have been imposing on our
planet?
CBI, together with Igudan Dan Regional Association for
Environmental Infrastructure, carried
out in-depth research to bring to the
forefront the issue of contaminating
industrial waste in municipal sewage
systems. The distressing findings
are published in a brochure that
has become a helpful tool to affect
change nationwide.
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In Israel, contaminated wastewater
produced by most industrial plants
and commercial businesses still
streams like water. Out of the 700
businesses participating in the
survey in the Dan region, only 55
comply with the strict regulations
and actually refrain from spilling
prohibited and irregular materials
into the municipal sewage system.
Furthermore, the survey revealed
that despite a strict law, enforced
by heavy fines for breaching the
permitted parameters, as many as
92 percent still do not comply.
Dangers to people, stress on the
economy
All of the above results in damage
to sewage systems to the point of
breakage, involving a high cost for
repairs borne by the citizens. Other
effects are erosion of valuable land
and devastating health hazards
from heavy metals reaching ground
water.
These phenomena are multiplied in
Israel, a country that suffers from
a continuous water shortage, and
must use purified sewage water

Turning black to green
Despite the heavy fines, businesses
still do not know what to do to
correct this problem. Solutions lie
in behavioral changes that must be
instilled in the work force.
In order to assist those plants and
businesses, CBI developed the
"Black to Green" program, which
incorporates input by experts in the
fields of sewage and organizational
behavior. They conduct surveys
in related businesses and provide
productive counsel to workers in
charge of waste treatment. This
unique combination provides a
better chance of moving toward
more responsible and sustainable
behavior.

MINIMIZING
THE USE OF
PLASTIC
BAGS
The Council for a Beautiful Israel has
been involved for six years now in
putting into motion new legislation
to minimize the use of plastic bags.
Taking only minutes to dispose of,
plastic bags can take hundreds of
years to integrate back into nature,
causing devastating damage to
living species.
CBI's successful 2008 campaign
"One Plastic Bag Less" called upon
citizens to join our efforts, show
deeper awareness and change
consumer habits. The hope is that

CBI PARTICIPATES
IN NATIONAL PROJECTS

the yearly volume of 5 billion bags
will be much reduced, curbing
damage to the planet.
In February 2014, in cooperation
with Zalul (a leading NGO dedicated
to the protection of Israel's seas
and rivers), CBI placed before the
Knesset a proposal for a new law to
ban free distribution of plastic bags
in supermarkets.
The CBI-Zalul proposal has
accelerated the momentum,
prompting the Environmental
Protection Ministry to expedite the
legislative process. The new law is
now in the making; it recommends
that consumers be initially charged
NIS 0.30 for each single-use plastic
bag. A year later, supermarkets will
hand out free reusable bags for a
limited period of time. Ultimately,
these bags will be sold at a symbolic
price.
The good news is that 70% of
Israel's citizens support the banning
of free plastic bags for shopping.
Israeli media has endorsed the
subject enthusiastically, making it a
popular item on TV, radio and print
media.

GREEN ISRAEL
PARLIAMENT

COALITION PATHS
TO SUSTAINABILITY

The building of the Israeli
parliament, the Knesset, is
undergoing changes to become a
green building. Many improvements
are being made to demonstrate
its compliance with sustainability
codes.
The first phase, with an investment
of $1.5 million, involves mounting a
rooftop solar system, improving the
air-conditioning system and using
condensation water for irrigation,
switching all lights to LED and
installing smart electricity and water
systems. All projects are financially
evaluated and will return the
investment in five years.
In view of the high priority given
to this project, representatives
from environmental organizations
were called in to suggest further
improvements and push the project
further.
CBI was heard loud and clear, and
its input was highly appreciated.

A coalition of representatives
of environmental and public
organizations has been formed with
the aim of promoting sustainable
development in Israel and evaluating
government activity in this area.
The main focus is on decreasing
greenhouse gas emissions and finding
ways to adapt to climate change.
The coalition is now preparing for
the new government and budget
by working on a new "roadmap"
document. It will provide decisionmakers with a comprehensive
overview of what needs to be
done for a more sustainable and
responsible management in all
areas of life. Such government
responsibilities include strategy,
security, economy, water,
transportation, urban planning,
green building, nutrition and more.
CBI’s contribution included the
fundamental subject of Education
for Sustainable Development (ESD).

27

BEAUTIFUL
ISRAEL
IN GREEN
EXHIBITION

At Ben Gurion Airport

CBI has won the most visible premium spot in Israel - Ben Gurion Airport, to show its unique ISRAEL IN GREEN exhibition to 16
million people frequenting the outgoing and incoming areas. Having won the annual tender for exhibiting at this premium location,
issued by the Israel Airports Authority, from among dozens of contenders, CBI will be visible there for an entire year. The exhibition
is mounted on the 200 meters long wall of the Connector at Terminal 3 - down the slope going from the passports control
stations towards the Duty Free and the departure gates. ISRAEL IN GREEN exhibition takes the visitors first through a display
of large information plaques. Thereafter, 47 photos of species, sub-divided into four groups by origin, showcase our country's
representative beautiful flowers and trees. On your next visit to Israel, take a few moments to enrich your Israeli experience - be
impressed by this beautiful display. Bring home a memorable recollection of images of colorful sceneries of ISRAEL IN GREEN.
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